HOW DOMESTIC ADOPTION WORKS 

· Birthparents may contact an adoption agency at any time during their pregnancy or after delivery. Many but not all birthparents contact an agency prior to giving birth and want to have a plan in place for their child prior to the birth.

· Birthparents are counseled to consider alternatives to adoption such as parenting, parenting with support of the state or family, guardianship, and temporary custody. Alternatives are explored and an agency social worker will work with the birthparent to counsel them and guide them in implementing their permanent plan.  Services and supports for the birthparents will also be explored.
· If a birthparent has explored all other options and continues to feel that adoption is the best plan for their child, the agency will work with them to implement a plan of adoption with someone they know personally (friends/family) or with an agency approved family that they choose. 

· Birthparents are encouraged to think about what type of parents they want for their child, and are encouraged to choose and meet the family.  Birthparents are also encouraged to decide on what degree of openness they wish in the adoption.  Do they want letters and pictures? How often do they want them? Will they want to visit with the family and child? How often?

· Once a birthparent has decided on the type of family desired and the level of contact they are interested in, the agency will gather several profiles to present to the birthparent. Profiles are books of pictures and letters that prospective adoptive families compile that highlights their lifestyle and family life.

· Profiles are selected based on their ability to meet the birthparents criteria and their willingness to accept the birthparents health and social history.

· Birthparents look through the profiles and will select one or more families to meet with at the agency offices. Once they meet the couples they are interested in, they make their decision. The meetings provide both birth and adoptive families the opportunity to assess their comfort with one another and decide if they want to move forward with placement plans.

· If both families agree then a plan is formulated regarding the delivery, discharge and placement of the baby. The birthparent decides if she wants the adoptive family present at the birth or involved during her hospital stay. Both families and the agency decide whether the child will be placed with the adoptive family or in an agency foster home upon hospital discharge.

· PLEASE NOTE THAT UNTIL A BIRTHPARENT’S PARENTAL RIGHTS ARE TERMINATED IN A PROBATE COURT THAT THEY CAN CHANGE THEIR MIND AT ANY TIME REGARDING THE PLAN FOR THEIR CHILD. (Court dates generally occur 4-6 weeks after birth)
· After discharge the birthparent works with the agency social worker to begin the legal process of terminating their parental rights (By law birthmothers cannot sign any termination paperwork until 48 hours after giving birth)

· Termination paperwork is signed and filed in probate court. A hearing date is set and the birthparents and agency are notified. Parental rights are terminated and the agency is legally responsible for the child.

· The agency monitors the placement of the child in the adoptive home for 6 months and moves to finalize the adoption if it is deemed to be in the best interest of the child.  The adoption is finalized in the probate court and the adoptive family becomes the legal parent of the child.

