Adoption Time Line 

Counseling is provided to birthparents before, during and after a permanent plan is made for the baby.
AT THE HOSPITAL

· Birthparent delivers child (Day 1)

· Birthparents or hospital social worker contacts agency social worker (Day 1 or 2) Prospective adoptive parents may visit the baby or take part in the delivery with the birthparent’s permission if allowed by hospital policy.

· Agency social worker visits birthparent and baby in the hospital – Birthparents signs necessary releases for agency to receive medical information on child and for child to be discharged by agency (Day 1 or 2)

· Birthparent is discharged from the hospital (Day 2 or more depending on medical status)  Birthparents may leave the hospital before discharge date if doctor is in agreement.  Birthparent must complete birth certificate and discharge release before leaving the hospital
· Baby is discharged from the hospital to the agency social worker (Day 2 or more depending on medical status) – If the baby remains in the hospital due to medical issues the birthparent, adoptive parents and agency social worker may visit the baby with birthparents written permission. (If allowed by hospital policy)
AFTER DISCHARGE
· Baby is placed in agency foster home or prospective adoptive home (Day 2 or more)

· Agency social worker counsels birthparent (s) to formulate a final decision regarding a plan for the child. If the birthparent continues to want a plan of adoption, plans are made to move forward with legal paperwork.  If they decide to parent the child, then the child is returned to their care after a DCF referral is made by adoption agency.
· Birthparent meets with agency social worker to sign legal termination of parental rights paperwork if adoption is the plan. 

· Termination paperwork is filed in appropriate probate court 

· Probate court sets a hearing date and sends notices to birthparents and agency 

· Probate court conducts a hearing and names agency statutory parent of the child 

AFTER COURT DATE TERMINATING PARENTAL RIGHTS

· Baby is placed in adoptive home at this time unless the baby is already residing there because the adoptive parents took the risk of caring for the child from the discharge date to the hearing date.
· Agency social worker monitors the placement by making periodic visits to the baby in the adoptive home. 

· Adoption finalization paperwork is prepared and signed by agency officials and the prospective adoptive parents. (6 months after child is placed with family)

· Finalization paperwork is filed with the appropriate probate court and a hearing date is set.
· Finalization hearing is held at the probate court. Prospective adoptive family, the child and an agency representative attend the hearing. 

· Adoption is finalized and adoptive parents are named as legal parents the child  

