STEPPARENT ADOPTION HOME STUDY

CT probate courts require that a home study be completed on all prospective stepparents who wish to adopt their spouse’s child. Stepparent home studies must be performed by a licensed child-placing agency. The undertaking of a home study is not a guarantee that the prospective parent will be approved. All state requirements must be met before approval can be given. 

A stepparent home study consists of one meeting with the couple, two or three meetings with the prospective adoptive parent and a home visit. At the home visit the child(ren) who are being adopted will be interviewed regarding their understanding of and feelings regarding the adoption. 

If and when all requirements are met, the prospective adoptive parent is approved and furnished with a written home study report that can be presented to the probate court and filed with the necessary adoption paperwork. The court will then assign a hearing date and will inform all parties involved. (Under normal circumstances it is not necessary for an agency representative to attend the court hearing.) The judge will make a decision at the hearing whether the adoption is approved.

The agency’s responsibility in conducting a stepparent home study is to assess the adopting parent’s readiness and suitability to become a stepparent. An attorney hired by the family or the family themselves performs terminating the parental rights of the biological parent and compiling court paperwork.

The fee for a stepparent adoption home study is $1500. A state police clearance must be done on the prospective adoptive parent which cost an additional $25.

For additional information or to schedule an appointment, please call ___________________________ at____________________.
