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               INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION PROGRAM CONTRACT

Catholic Charities, Inc. Archdiocese of Hartford is accredited by COA (Council on Accreditation), is compliant with Hague standards, and is licensed by the State of Connecticut to approve homes for the adoption of children.  Catholic Charities will be providing a home study which entails a screening and evaluation process with the prospective adoptive parent(s).  This evaluation process will include several office visits, at least one home visit, and a number of requirements including references, birth certificates, financial, and medical reports.  The home study can take generally 2 to 5 months and is not complete until all sufficient data is accumulated in order to make an assessment.  Once you have been approved, you will be notified in writing of the decision.  
Catholic Charities reserves the right to receive information pertinent to the home study.  This includes a Connecticut State Police check and a child abuse clearance through the Connecticut Department of Children and Families, as required by the state regulations.  It is expected that prospective adoptive parents will sign releases to enable us to obtain this material.

An hourly fee is charged per appointment during the evaluation period, which is non-refundable. Should your application be approved, the fees paid for the interviews are deducted from the total adoption home study fee.
Reasons for non-acceptance by the adoption screening committee are shared and discussed so the prospective adoptive parent(s) understands the decision and has an opportunity to discuss their feelings in order to come to terms with the decision.  If the applicant(s) believe that the issues discussed with the adoption social worker have not been resolved satisfactorily, the applicant(s) have the right to appeal as follows: 1) to the Supervisor/Director of the Adoption Program, Linda S. Smith, LCSW @ (860) 728-2575; 2) to the Director of Human Resources, Ana Malave-Ortiz, MA @ (860) 728-2574 or 3) to the CEO of Catholic Charities, Rose Alma Senatore @ (860) 728-2560.
When your home is approved for adoption and the home study is complete, placement of a child or children will occur through the placing agency or resource of your choice.  You may contract with Catholic Charities for post-placement services and reports if required by the placing agency or country.
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