CATHOLIC CHARITIES INC.
Archdiocese of Hartford

ADOPTION AGREEMENT


We, the undersigned, are a family working toward an adoption placement through Catholic Charities (hereinafter called CC).  We hereby enter into the CC adoption program with the following agreement and understanding.

1.  CC will conduct a Home Study that entails a screening and evaluation process beginning with the prospective parent/parents.  The evaluation process includes a number of office visits and at least 1 home visit, contacts with references, medical consultants, etc.  The home study can take several weeks and is completed when sufficient data is accumulated in order to make a decision.  CC reserves the right to receive information pertinent to the home study.  This includes a Connecticut State Police Check and a clearance with the Dept. of Children & Families, required by state regulations.  The home study in and of itself, is not to be construed as a guarantee that a child will ultimately be placed with you.

2.    Not all prospective adoptive parents will be accepted due to: 1.  The outcome of the evaluation process; 2. The availability of children.  Reasons for non-acceptance will be shared and discussed so that the prospective adoptive couple understands the decision and has the opportunity to discuss their feelings and come to terms with the decision.  If the couple believes that issues discussed have not been resolved satisfactorily, the couple has the right to appeal as follows: 1. Supervisor of Worker; 2. Adoption Director; 3. Executive Director of Catholic Charities.

3.  We understand that the placement of a child in our home may occur through Catholic Charities.  However, we understand that CC can make no guarantee about a placement or the length of time we may wait for the placement of a child.

4. We agree that all advertising we plan to use will be submitted to and approved by CC staff prior to its circulation.  If we advertise our phone number, we agree to receive phone calls at our home at any hour from birth parents or their families.  We will refer all calls to CC and report all contacts to CC by the next working day.  We understand we must make every effort to contact CC staff before meeting with a birth family.

5.  We recognize that the majority of calls or contacts that develop through this program will be with birth parents who decide against an adoptive placement for their child or who give birth to a child who, for reasons of the birth parents or ourselves, is unacceptable for or unsuitable to our family.  We understand that whenever we receive contact from a family who is expecting a child not appropriate for out family, we will let them know that families are available and that CC can help them.

6.  We agree that we will discuss with CC an adoption through any source outside CC.

7.  We understand that it is possible that harassment calls may be received due to our                                                                        outreach efforts.

8. We agree to refer all requests for financial reimbursement of expenses by a birth family to CC. We agree that we will not make any direct payments to a birth parent under possible penalty of expulsion from the adoption program. Such activity is illegal in the State of Connecticut.

9. We understand that CC will follow Connecticut law and agency policy in regard to placement related expenses.  We understand that in so doing, CC may decide not to assume expenses presented by a birth family with whom we have formed a relationship.  We understand that there may be requests by birth parents for expenses that are illegal and cannot be paid.  We can make no promises to a birth family regarding the covering of expenses by CC.

10. We understand that CC may not be able to accept custody of a child with exceptional medical expenses.  CC will work to reduce such expenses through available channels so as to bring about placement if possible.

11. We understand that we must respect the confidentiality of all personal information of which we may become aware during this program regarding birth parents as well as fellow adoptive couples.  CC will protect the confidentiality of clients to the fullest extent possible, however, we understand that confidentiality can not be fully guaranteed in the adoption process.

12. We understand that if we decide to bring home a baby before all required legal papers have been signed, filed, parental rights terminated in court and appeal period expired, a situation may develop where we could lose custody of the child.  This arrangement is considered a Legal Risk Placement.

13. We understand we must follow these guidelines in order to remain in the adoption program of CC and not forfeit all fees paid.

Signed on this ________ day of ______________ 20_____
_______________________________________
______________________________________

                  Parent Awaiting Adoption 
 


Parent Awaiting Adoption

________________________________________________​​​_________________________________
     
    Catholic Charities
                                                            Date
