Catholic Charities Inc.
Archdiocese of Hartford

ADOPTION
Thank you for your interest in the Catholic Charities, Inc. Adoption Programs. The agency has been successfully placing infants and children in adoption for over eighty years.

We wish you success on your journey toward adopting and we hope that the enclosed packet of information will help you learn more about our particular programs. We are available to answer any questions that you may have.

We also offer an orientation meeting several times a year for both domestic and international adoption or a one on one consultation.  You are welcome to attend these meetings, where we believe you will learn a great deal about adoption as adoptive parents share their experiences. Once you have read the enclosed information we would be happy to offer further information. 

Please contact us:

Waterbury/New Haven Area                        Hartford/New Haven Area

  203-755-1196




860-257-4335


Nadine Behmke LMFT



Mary Beth Dobmeier LCSW

Domestic Adoption




International Adoption

Nerina I. Carroll BSW




Doreen Reis MSW

International Adoption



Domestic Adoption

Dear Prospective Parent(s):

Catholic Charities, Inc. has provided a full range of professional services to individuals and couples of all races, religions and ethnic backgrounds for over eighty years. As proud as we are of our history, we are equally proud of the progression and growth of our programs.  It is our mission to provide services to each member of the adoption triad (Adoptive Parents, Birth Parents and Children) in a manner that enhances self-respect, dignity and self-determination.  We believe that each person involved in the decision making in the adoptive placement of a child be given as much control as possible in making a permanent, loving plan for each and every child.

Catholic Charities, Inc. provides a full spectrum of adoption services including:

A. Home studies for identified, domestic, international and special needs adoptions.

B.
Services relating to termination of parental rights, statutory parenthood and finalization of Adoption.

C.       Post-placement supervision of adoptive placements.

D.       Post-finalization adoption services.

E.       Search and reunion services.

Before an individual or couple commits to any adoption alternative, it is important that there is as complete an understanding as possible about the process, its issues and ensuing implications. We encourage our clients to research each process and will assist them in this regard by providing individual consultations, reading lists and contacts with other adoptive parents.  Much of this information is provided during an initial consultation interview for which, there is a fee of $150.00.  This interview is not a formal engagement in the home study process with Catholic Charities Inc.; but it is an opportunity for the applicant(s) to gather information and to assess their comfort with and confidence in our agency.  Once a client commits to the agency, an application is completed and the formal home study is begun.  The home study usually consists of five office meetings, one home visit, and the client’s compilation of various documents, forms and questionnaires.

A home study is viewed as being a tool by which the applicant is able to assess his/her ability to become an adoptive parent(s). It is an educational as well as an evaluative process that eventuates into a written document that summarizes the process.  Upon completion, the written document is reviewed by the client(s), and remains in their file available to other agencies/resources if required. Once a couple/individual is approved by the agency, the home is considered to be available for adoptive placement.

The goal of this process is to mutually assess a couple’s/single adult’s motivation and readiness to create a family through adoption and to parent their adopted child.  Topics discussed include family history, relationships with extended family, education, employment, methods of problem-solving, coping mechanisms, interests, activities, aspirations, financial stability, attitude toward parenting, marital relationship (if applicable) and sharing of the story of his/her adoption with the child.

Within the Catholic Charities, Inc. Adoption Program, children are placed only with those couples approved through the agency. 

Adoption Options
1).  Identified Adoption

Identified adoption is defined by Connecticut State Regulations as “the adoptive placements of children who have been identified or located by prospective adoptive parents.”  Public Acts 85-285 and 45a-728 govern this process and provide specific guidelines within which this process is implemented.  An identification of a child can take place within Connecticut or outside of Connecticut, thereby becoming an interstate identified adoption.

Catholic Charities, Inc. provides full services for each type of identified adoption.  In cases where the identified adoption occurs outside the State of Connecticut, Catholic Charities Inc. works conjointly with other agencies so that placement and finalization can occur.  For those couples who are interested in assistance regarding the means of identification of a child, the Catholic Charities Inc. staff can provide extensive individualized direction and information.

2). Agency Assisted / Identified Adoption
As a well-recognized community resource, Catholic Charities, Inc. continues to receive requests from birthparents for assistance in planning an identified adoption for their children.  For those birthparents that make such requests, Catholic Charities, Inc. provides profiles and biographies of appropriate Catholic Charities, Inc. approved families who are interested in participating in identified adoption.  In those instances, the adoption is processed within the parameters of the Connecticut Statues regarding identified adoption.

3). International Adoption

Catholic Charities, Inc. has assisted couples in facilitating the adoption of infants and children from a variety of countries including India, China, South Africa, Central and South America, Russia, Korea, Columbia, Guatemala, Poland, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia and Moldova.  Catholic Charities, Inc. conducts the home study process and approves your home. The Department of Children and Families license the agency.  In addition, we assist you in your choice of international agency/resource that will locate your child in the country of your choice, and arrange for placement and finalization.  Catholic Charities, Inc. collaborates with your agency/resource and provides you with on-going support and services both before and after placement.

4). Special Needs Adoption

Catholic Charities Inc. provides home studies for individuals and couples interested in the adoption of a special need child.  We assist the client in determining the type of child most appropriate and then register the family/individual on the State of Connecticut Adoption Resource Exchange.  We remain available to the client throughout the waiting and selection period and provide any services that are required.

We hope that this information has been helpful to you as an introduction to the Adoption Program at Catholic Charities Inc.  We are well aware of the importance of the decision you are about to make and welcome any phone calls to provide further clarification of the process.

It is important for you to know that the adoption of a child is truly possible.  It takes hard work and a collaborative effort between you and the agency.  We assure you that through our combined efforts and partnership, your adoption dream can become a reality!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES, INC.

DOMESTIC ADOPTION PROCESS

1. READ Begin reading the recommended books from the reading list. Reading and learning about adoption are absolutely essential to your success.  

2. ATTEND AN ORIENTATION The meetings are held several times a year.  They are open to the public and are designed to answer basic, general questions about the adoption process at Catholic Charities, Inc. Adoptive parents are on hand to discuss their experience with adoption. 

3. SCHEDULE PRE-ADOPTION COUNSELING SESSION Call Catholic Charities, Inc. for a consultation with a social worker after your initial phone call or following an orientation meeting. We encourage you to read at least two of the recommended adoption books. The consultation will last approximately 1 hour and the fee is $150. 

4. SEND ADOPTION APPLICATION After the initial consultation, couples interested in continuing the adoption process will be given an application and an outline to write an autobiography.  Once the application and autobiography are completed, the homestudy will begin. 

5. STAFF ASSESSMENT OF INTERESTED COUPLES The completed application and initial consultation will be used to assess which couples are most ready to proceed with the adoption process.  Catholic Charities and the adopting couple will proceed with the homestudy by mutual agreement.  

6. HOMESTUDY SCHEDULED The homestudy will consist of 4 or 5 office visits with the couple/individual and one home visit.  Those who have adopted previously from another agency will be asked to sign a Release of Information, so that we can receive a copy of their homestudy.  The homestudy fee is $1,500.00.  There is a charge of $90.00 per hour due at the time of each appointment.  The remainder of the fee is due prior to the release of the homestudy.  Once you are approved by the agency, you will construct a personal profile that will be submitted for birth parents to view. (For identified/domestic  adoption) Once you are approved the case management fee of $1500 is due. This fee is non-refundable.

7. PERSONAL PROFILES & PHOTO ALBUM BOOK Profiles are submitted for birth parents to review. When selected by a birth family a meeting will be scheduled by mutual agreement.

8. PLACEMENT A child is placed with the adoptive couple and the first half of the sliding scale fee, which is based on income and liquid assets, is due at the time of placement.  

9. SIX-MONTH SUPERVISION OF PLACEMENT The adoptive caseworker will provide the state-required supervision of the adoptive placement.  The child must reside with the family for six months before the actual adoption takes place in Probate Court. 

10. FINALIZATION OF ADOPTION The adoption caseworker will prepare all legal documents for Probate Court. The couple will be responsible for the court-filing fee, which is currently $150.00 and the second half of the sliding scale fee is due prior to the legal papers being filed in probate court.  

Eligibility to Adopt

There have been many changes in adoption over the years. The most dramatic has been the move to more openness in adoption.  We have found that openness has advantages for all concerned in the adoption triad.  Birthparents have less fear of relinquishing a child into the unknown; adoptees have a more complete sense of identity; adoptive parents have more information to help their child understand adoption. These are just a few of the advantages. 

Adoption is of necessity an adventure in risk taking. Prospective adoptive parents, who work with Catholic Charities, Inc. need to be flexible and trusting.  Through the adoption process we offer a great deal of support and information, recognizing that our clients may be in a vulnerable place for a considerable period of time. 

Considering the issues mentioned above, the following is a list of qualities we look for in accepting families into the adoption program:

Religion: Adoptive families must offer a plan for spiritual development of their children. Families must agree to provide children with all appropriate medical treatment.

Housing: Adoptive families must live in a clean, safe place with sufficient space for family life. The home must meet state requirements for licensing.

Health: Adoptive parents must be able to reliably attend to the care of children. They must have the usual life expectancy and be able to demonstrate emotional stability.

Financial:  Adoptive parents must be able to demonstrate the ability to offer a child financial security. 

Other qualities that we consider crucial are:

Genuine respect for birth parents

Integrity

Flexibility

Non-possessive attitude toward children

Ability to tolerate emotional pain

Good communication in relationships

Desire to learn

Acceptance of self (at peace with own imperfections)

Compassion

Empathy

Foresight

FEES FOR DOMESTIC ADOPTION

Those seeking to adopt through Catholic Charities, Inc. are assessed fees based upon the services provided and on the agency’s sliding scale fee.  Fees are computed according to household income and a percentage of liquid assets. 

Agency staff is able to provide all-inclusive Identified Adoption services to birth parents and adopting families prior to and subsequent to the placement of a child.

CT Dept. of Children & Family Services Regulations 45-63-1 et. Seq. identifies specific expenses for services to birth parents for which prospective (identified) adopting parents may be responsible.  These expenses will be paid by the agency, and billed to the identified family, with no direct payment made to the birth parent(s).  Such expenses will be itemized and reported to the Probate Court at the time the adoption is finalized.  These specific expenses may include: Attorney fees, Living expenses for the birth mother (transportation, lodging, and food expenses), Foster care, Maternity home expenses (not to exceed 60 days), Medical expenses (for birth parent/adoptive child), and Counseling expenses for the birth parent(s) (not to exceed 12 hours).  These expenses will be managed through an escrow account at Catholic Charities Inc.

Catholic Charities, Inc. fees for identified adoption services and related expenses:
1. Consultation fee: due at beginning of home study
$150

2. Home study fee:





$1500
Hourly rate of $90 per hour paid at the time of the session; balance due upon completion of home study.

    Home Study update:




$1000
3. Case management fee:




$1500
(Networking, program expenses, advocacy, client contact other than the home study, support services. The case management fee is a one time fee that is non-refundable that is due at the conclusion of the home study.  This fee will be subtracted from the total sliding scale fee.

4. Sliding Scale fee: The remainder of the fee will be divided into two payments.  The first half is due at the time of placement of the child and the second half minus the $1500 case management fee is due prior to the time legal papers are submitted to the court for the finalization of the adoption.

5. Escrow Account (for listed birth parent expenses)  $2000 initial payment is requested by Catholic Charities Inc. and distributed as expended for birthparent expenses.  This amount is an estimate and may be higher or you may be eligible for a partial refund.  This fee is due when the birth parent(s) and adoptive family have made a commitment to work together.  Average birth parent expenses range from $1500 to $3000.  Expended amounts are non-refundable.
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